
Re: Application No. 6/2019/1460/EM

Development: Formation of hardstanding
Location: 8 Picketts, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL8 7HJ
Appplicant: Ms Kay Faulkner
Application date: 24 June 2019

I am writing to appeal the decision made by Welwyn Hat�eld Bourough Council Estate Management 
Scheme, regarding the development of hardstanding to the front of my property.

The need to accomodate the rise in car ownership and large trade vehicles has become paramount in 
Picketts. I agree it should retain the appearance and ethos but all these vehicles are detrimental to the 
street scence, obscuring the majority of hedgrows and soft landscaping which is part of the Garden City.

Vehicles are parking on green space around Picketts spoiling the appearance of the area, mounting 
pavements not reinforced and damaging the grass. I appreciate how the council views the situation with 
regards to prominence within the street adversely impacting the character and appearance of the street 
scene, but would this be towards the hardstanding or the amount of vehicles in the road and on green 
spaces.

My proposed addition of hardstanding would not  be detramental to the street scene as it would remove 
one car from the road and give prominance to the 55% of landscaping that would remain to the front of 
my property, which is within your speci�ed guidelines, and retain the ethos of the frontage and street.

Unlike other neighbouring properties my house is uniquely situated within the wider turning circle of the 
road, if my car were to be taken o� road this would provide greater room for other cars to turn safely in 
what has become a very congested area of road. This would also be bene�cial for emergency vehicles 
which would already struggle to get down Picketts due to the parking situation and thereby create a 
safer environment.

In addition, the design proposed does not eradicate soft landscaping detrimental to the guidelines, the 
design builds in soft features to my front garden to retain the inherent character of the property. Without 
cars and vans continually parked in front of my garden it would enhance the character of the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

In my original proposal I would be removing 3.4m of hedgerow but, on agreement, I will reduce this to 
3m of hedgerow being removed as speci�ed in your Estate Management guidelines (EM4) plus the space 
could be reduced to 4.8m rather than 5m, again, according to your guidelines.

On a personal level, I have lived in Picketts for 23 years and have noticed the increased need for more 
vehicle spaces. I have approached the council on numerous occasions with suggestions of resolving this 
but to no avail. As a result I am frequently unabale to park outside or near my property and this would be 
a major advantage to my lifestyle and mental wellness, not being worried about walking back to my 
property in the dark late at night when the street lighting is remiss, for example.

With these points in mind I would be grateful if the council would reconsider my planning application as I 
do not believe it would be detrimental to the properties character or impact negatively on the street 
scene. Conversely, I believe it would be of great bene�t to the property, my mental wellbeing and the 
overall bene�cial balance and spatial impact it would have on the street scene. Notwithstanding, the 
emergency services would be provided better access and manoeuvrability at this end of the road.

I look forward to hearing the results of your review.

Regards

Ms Kay Faulkner
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